Workshop on Languages and Genes

Aussois, September 22-25 , 2005


first circular: March 26, 2005


Dear participant, 

This is the first circular for the joint ESF-CNRS Workshop on languages and genes: recent work and emergent results, to be held in Aussois, 22-25 September, 2005.
The first invitations were sent out in December 2004. Our goal has been to ensure a representation of all active projects on languages and genes within the OHLL and OMLL programs on a one-slot-per-project basis, with some exterior participants. A broad representation of active projects has been achieved to date, especially for Africa and Eurasia, but we are still short of our overall goal. We hope that it can be reached by the time of the conference. 
Invited participants are either speakers or discussants. As of March 26, 2005, the list of invited participants is as follows (non-OMLL, non-OHLL participants are marked 'ext'):

Invited speakers:

1. M. Ben Hamed (OHLL/the homeland of Afroasiatic)

2. J. Bertranpetit (OMLL/Mediterranean): title to be announced

3. J.-P. Bocquet-Appel (OHLL/upper Palaeolithic demography): title to be announced

4. P. Boyeldieu (ext) introduction to African language families

5. L. Chikhi (ext): "the neolithic transition in Europe: different views from population genetics"

6. B. Comrie (OMLL): "The state of the art of research on macrofamilies"

7. J.-M. Dugoujon (OMLL/Berber): title to be announced

8. P. Forster(ext): "An mtDNA chronology of human prehistory"

9. R. Gray (Computational methods and linguistic phylogeny: Austronesian, Indo-European): title to be announced

10. E. Heyer (OMLL/Middle East and Central Asia): title to be announced
11. G. Jacques (OHLL)  introduction to south Eurasian language families
12. T. Kivisild (OMLL): "The genetics of the Finno-Ugric-speaking populations in Europe"

13. P. de Knijff (OMLL/Himalayan region): title to be announced
14. I. Nasidze (ext/Caucasus): title to be announced

15. B. Oyharçabal (OHLL/Basque): "au sujet des approches génétiques et linguistiques des singularités basco-pyrénéennes : état de la question". 
16. B. Pakendorf (ext/Siberia): title to be announced

17. M. Mous (ext/kinds of language contact): title to be announced

18. K. McElreavey (OMLL) and F. Jacquesson (OMLL) (India): title to be announced

19. L. Sagart: (OHLL) "The formation of East Asian language families: a historical scenario"
20. Sajantila (OMLL/N. Europe): title to be announced
21. Sanchez-Mazas (OHLL/East Asia)

22. M. Stoneking (OMLL) "correlation between languages and genes"
23. L. van der Veen (OMLL/Bantu): title to be announced

24. R. Villems (OMLL) : "Haploid genetic correlates to the Afro-Asiatic languages"
Invited discussants (3/26/2005)
1. P. Bakker (ext/language contact)

2. G. Berniell (OMLL/Mediterranean)

3. D. Comas (OMLL/Mediterranean)
4. P. Darlu (OHLL/phylogenetic methods)

5. G. Hudjashev (OMLL/south Eurasia/Pacific)
6. A. Peyraube (OHLL/East Asian linguistics)

7. S. Myles (OMLL/Island Melanesia)

8. K. Sandoval (OMLL/Mediterranean)
· If you are an invited speaker and have not yet given us a title, or if you would like to modify the title listed above, please do so as soon as possible. We will send a provisional program once we have all the titles

· There is still room and financing for a small number of invited participants, primarily OMLL project members. Please feel free to propose the names (and e-mail addresses) of OMLL project members and other scholars who wish to attend and whose presence would be an asset to the conference. In accordance with ESF guidelines, junior OMLL project members are especially welcome. Funding does not permit invitations to be issued to scholars from distant (i.e., extra-European) locations.
· Other interested scholars can participate in the conference as non-invited discussants, to the extent that accommodation is available. If you have received this circular and are not an invited participant, you may be interested in participating as a non-invited participant. A fee of 212,50 Euros will be charged for accommodation, meals, coffee breaks, and conference room. We regret that travel expenses cannot be refunded. Please contact us.
Web site
A web site is in preparation. The address will be listed in the next circular.
Proceedings
Our plan is for a form of temporary electronic publication of workshop papers which 

· is effective in terms of circulation of the information

· allows conference papers in the form presented at the workshop to be cited without any delay after the workshop

· does not require editing by an editor

Specifically, we plan to invite workshop speakers to leave their presentation in electronic form (text or Powerpoint) accessible on the conference web site for as long as they wish, and remove it when they wish, for instance when the paper is published in a journal. 
Venue and travel arrangements
The venue is at Centre Paul Langevin, in Aussois, a ski resort in the French Alps, 8 kms from  Modane (where the train station is), close to Switzerland and Italy. 
On http://www.grc.uri.edu/sites/fr/aus/aus.htm you will find information on the Centre Paul Langevin, including information on how to get there. Please make travel arrangements to Modane station. The French rail system has an English web site: http://www.ter-sncf.com/UK/Default_uk.htm.  We will organise transportation between Modane and Aussois based on your arrival times as indicated in the participation form. Invited participants please keep all receipts for reimbursement. Please make travel arrangements early so as to get cheaper rates. 
Reimbursement of travel
There will be no conference fee for invited participants. Accommodation and meals at the conference will be pre-paid for all invited participants. The travel expenses of OHLL participants will be financed by CNRS, and the travel expenses of OMLL participants by ESF. Exterior ('ext') participants will be financed jointly. In all cases the refunding agency will be CNRS. Participants who need to travel back on September 26 can claim an extra night of accommodation.
Forms to be filled out

Three forms are attached:
1. ESF Database form. This form authorises ESF to put your  personal details into an ESF database and use your pictures, if photographs are taken during the workshop, for promoting  the OMLL program. It should be dated and signed. To be filled out by all participants (OMLL and non-OMLL), signed, and snail-mailed to:
Claire Rustat-Flinton

European Science Foundation

1 quai Lezay-Marnésia

BP 90015

67080 Strasbourg Cedex

France

2. Participation form. To be filled out by all participants,  and mailed as an attachment to both Ms. Cl. Rustat-Flinton at ESF (crustat@esf.org) and us at sagart@ehess.fr. This conditions reimbursement.
3. For OMLL project members, an ESF travel claim form, as a PDF file. To be filled out after the conference, but do read the rules for reimbursement of expenses before making travel arrangements.
We look forward to reading whatever comments and suggestions you may have concerning this conference.  We also look forward to an exciting conference.
For the organizers: L. Sagart sagart@ehess.fr
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